MICHAEL TO PETER

they themselves have sprung. There \%as autocracy on a firmer foot-
ing, but it was a delegated autocracy, and the boyars were the real
power in the land. In the next reign this was to be altered. Three
ineffectual Tsars had given a false impression of the Romanov capa-
city to produce a great man. For as Feodor passed Peter stepped in.
And with Peter came a new Russia symbolized in a new capital that
was to run its course with the Romanovs and die with them.
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